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FLOWER GARDEN BANKS NATIONAL MARINE SANCTUARY 

Sanctuary Advisory Council Meeting � 
����Meeting Minutes

May 5, 2010 
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The regular meeting of the Flower Garden Banks National Marine Sanctuary 
(FGBNMS) Advisory Council was held on Wednesday, May 15, 2010, at 9:00 
AM, at the FGBNMS Headquarters offices in Galveston, Texas. The council 
chair, Larry McKinney and council vice-chair, Frank Burek, were present. 

G.P.  Schmahl,  sanctuary superintendent,  welcomed  the  council  and gave a brief 
“safety moment.” He also pointed out the new window shutters in the ballroom. 

Larry McKinney asked  for  changes or  additions to  the  agenda.  Frank Burek 
asked to add his name to constituent reports. Frank Burek moved to adopt the 
agenda. Rebecca Nadel seconded the motion. The motion passed. Larry asked 
the council to review the minutes of the February 2010 meeting. 

G.P.  continued  with  introductions of  staff,  council m embers,  and  public 
attendees. He gave a special welcome to Tim Gibson, a former SAC member. 
Tracy Hamburger announced that she will be departing this assignment in June 
and that her next will be on the NOAA ship Pisces in Pascagoula, MS. 

Clint Moore requested that type-o corrections be made in the public comment 
notes from the previous SAC meeting. Clint then moved to adopt the minutes of 
the February 2010 meeting. Frank Burek seconded the motion and the minutes 
were adopted. 
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G.P.  Schmahl r eported  on  the  state  of  the  sanctuary in  the  ‘Sanctuary Update’  
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Shelley DuPuy reported  on  Ocean  Discovery Day (ODD).  
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G.P.  Presented  information  on  the  baseline  monitoring  project  being conducted 
in anticipation of a possible research-only area. NCCOS and HBOI are 
partnering with FGBNMS on the 3-year project. To provide a broad idea of fish 
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G.P.  provided  an  update  on  the  revised  draft  management  plan  
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G.P.  began  a  session  on  the  Deepwater  Horizon  incident  and  oil sp ill.  
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Following  a  lunch  break,  Page  Williams provided  a  constituent  report  
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the pH of the “Rio Negro”, which is a major tributary of the Amazon River, is 5.5 
due to natural circumstances (tannic acid). The “Rio Negro” has its sources in 
the mountains of Columbia, Venezuela, and Guyana; it then drains a large area 
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of northwestern Brazil before joining the Amazon River at the city of Manaus. 
The river leads to and dumps into the ocean. This is interesting, given our recent 
discussions of acidification. 

Rebecca  Nadel g ave  a  report  for  the  Platform  Decommissioning  Subcommittee.   
She notified the council that W&T Offshore is investing in restoration and will 
continue production at HIA389A. Therefore, decommissioning discussions are 
on hold at this time. She hopes to give a future presentation on Shell’s rigs to 
reef program. Rebecca gave an update on the TAMU student efforts in research 
on decommissioning options. Their recommendation is the simple approach of 
something like a ranger station. G.P. added that sanctuary staff and the council 
will want to fully think through options before HIA389A decommissioning is upon 
us. So, it will be worth talking about, not really the hotel option, but others. Clint 
Moore stated that he brought with him today a new block and pipeline map for 
the sanctuary provided by Infield. 
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is pleased about the research study and baseline monitoring that is scheduled to 
begin this season. He thinks that it will be a positive thing and would like to 
encourage sanctuary staff to continue that effort for many years. He continued 
with comments on the oil spill. He stated that the Sierra Club hopes that NOAA 
and MMS and industry can look at what we can do better to reduce any possible 
risk, especially around the sanctuary. He would like to see even reduced 
chances of future incidents. 
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 were  

related to the management and education needs of FGBNMS. Students present 
included: Cody Keesee, Brian McNamara, Matt Hensley, Kyle McCain, and 
Marcus Sherrouse. Project presentations included: a video created to support 
Sanctuary awareness; an analysis of oil and gas platform decommissioning 
options (with a recommendation to keep a platform in-place to use as a 
Sanctuary ranger station); use of GIS to map results from an analysis of “Reel 
Report” data (a resource producing a summary of key stakeholders by time and 
use); and use of GIS to map responses collected on a stakeholder contact card. 
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The meeting adjourned at 1:53 P.M. 




