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• 	 NEEMO. G.P. and Emma Hickerson had to opportunity to be involved in this 
project as deep worker pilots. NASA is trying to develop possibilities for 
exploring near-Earth asteroids. NOAA is interested in the science side of the 
project, which allows for assessing reef ecology and health and investigating 
chemical gradients. They are also working on real-time tracking of deep workers. 
NASA uses xGDS ... something that we could eventually use for sanctuary ROV 
missions 

• 	 Potentially Sensitive Biological Features (PSBFs}. PSBFs are outside of No 
Activity Zones but within core biological area of 12 banks of interest. We are 
working to characterize the biological communities associated with these areas. 
James Sinclair stated that the project budget is just under 1 million dollars for 3 
years of work. G.P. reviewed site selection and transect methods. 

• 	 October 5, 2011 release of the Gulf Coast Ecosystem Restoration Task Force 
preliminary Gulf of Mexico regional ecosystem restoration strategy. It includes 
offshore areas including FGBNMS and other areas of interest. The final report is 
to be released in December 2011. 

• 	 FGBNMS partnership with Harte Research Institute and TAMU-CC on a grant 
proposal. NOAA awarded money to TAMU-CC in partnership with Florida A&M 
University. 

• 	 NOAA's iGulf website. A new information and news website is now available. 

• 	 State of the Gulf of Mexico Summit. This conference will be held in Houston 
December 4-8. Some council members will attend as well as FGBNMS staff. 

• 	 Designation of Gray's Reef NMS Research only area. The designated area 
within the sanctuary is set aside as no activity allowed except as permitted for 
research purposes only. Clint Moore expressed concern about a push tor very 
restrictive areas and a possible conflict with our multiple-use mission. G.P. 
explained that this has been done in several sanctuaries. Some information that 
we need to know to effectively manage sanctuaries can only be learned without 
the influence of other activities going on in the area. Gray's Reef and Stellwagen 
Bank are both doing this with the thought that research areas are something that 
is appropriate and within the range of something acceptable. This topic 
generated further discussion of possible restrictions and research areas within 
FGBNMS and the public process necessary establish such an area. G.P. also 
gave the highlights of the Fagatele Bay DMP published in October 2011 and the 
Olympic Coast FMP also published in October. 
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