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1.1 NOAA Office of National Marine Sanctuaries 

National Marine Sanctuaries Act 
http://sanctuaries.no
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Marine sanctuaries contain deep ocean gardens, coral reefs, whale migration corridors, deep-sea 
canyons, historically significant shipwrecks, and other underwater archaeological sites.  They range 
in size from one-quarter square mile in Fagatele Bay, American Samoa, to more than 134,000 square 
miles at Papahānaumokuākea Marine National Monument located in the northwestern Hawaiian 
Archipelago. 

The ONMS fosters public awareness of marine resources and maritime heritage through scientific 
research, monitoring, exploration, education, and outreach, and works closely with its many partners 
and the public to protect and manage sanctuaries.  The ONMS is a world leader in marine 
management through the protection of living marine resources, environmental quality, and maritime 
heritage, while facilitating recreational and commercial activities to the extent that they are 
compatible with long-term protection. 

Office of National Marine Sanctuaries’ Mission: Identify, protect, conserve, and enhance the 
natural and maritime heritage resources, values, and qualities of the National Marine Sanctuary 
System for this and future generations throughout the nation. 

1.2 Flower Garden Banks National Marine Sanctuary  

The Flower Garden Banks have a short but rich history of exploration and discovery.  It is reported 
that fishermen in the early 1900s named the area the Texas Flower Gardens after the brightly colored 
sponges, plants, and other marine life they could see through the clear water and sometimes snagged 
and brought to the surface.  The first official documentation of the Banks did not occur until the 
1930s. For the next 30 years, the Banks were occasionally included as part of scientific 
investigations of larger portions of the Gulf of Mexico.  Despite these investigations and rumors of 
coral reefs from the fishing community, many scientists believed that any coral reefs located here 
must be dead, primarily because of the depth and water temperatures. 

Then, in the 1960s, expeditions conducted by the Houston Museum of Natural Science, the U.S. 
Navy and volunteer divers settled the debate.  Divers visited the reefs and brought back specimens 
and reports of living, healthy coral reefs that were stunning in their beauty.  Exploration of the area 

http://sanctuaries.noaa.gov/about/legislation
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1.3 Building a New Management Plan  
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Sanctuary advisory council meeting in Galveston. Photo: FGBNMS  

http://flowergarden.noaa.gov/document_library/mgmtdocuments.html
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During the management plan review process, the sanctuary staff have provided regular briefings on 
the advisory council's recommended management plan strategies and activities to other federal 
agencies, including the BOEM Gulf of Mexico Regional Office, the NOAA Fisheries Southeast 
Regional Office, and the Gulf of Mexico Regional Fishery Management Council.  Briefings were 
also given to a number of non-governmental organizations, stakeholders, and interest groups. 

Sanctuary staff used the recommendations from the sanctuary advisory council to help inform the 
action plans as part of the preparation of the draft management plan.  The draft management plan 
published on October 22, 2010 was the result of that process.  Formal public hearings and comments 
on the draft plan helped staff revise the document into a final management plan, which outlines the 
sanctuary's priorities for the next 5 years until the next review. In addition, an environmental 
assessment was created to analyze the potential environmental impacts of the management plan and 
the regulatory changes associated with it. 

1.4 Sanctuary Goals and Objectives 

Sanctuary goals and objectives are significant in that they, along with the purposes and policies of 
the NMSA, are the standard by which new sanctuary management actions and regulations are 
considered. Along with the comments collected during the public scoping process, the goals and 
objectives guide the development of the management plan’s action plans.  The strategies and 
activities that comprise these action plans should help attain the sanctuary goals and objectives.   

In preparation for a review of the management plan, the sanctuary staff worked with the sanctuary 
advisory council to update the FGBNMS’ goals and objectives and create a mission statement. 

Flower Garden Banks National Marine Sanctuary’s Mission: Identify, protect, conserve, and 
enhance the natural and cultural resources, values, and qualities of Flower Garden Banks National 
Marine Sanctuary and its regional environment for this and future generations. 
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of the sanctuary. 

2B: Enhance research necessary for effective management and protection of sanctuary 

resources.
 
2C: Monitor and assess long-term environmental changes in the sanctuary.   

2D: Evaluate environmental impacts that could result from changes in human activities or 

environmental conditions.  


Goal 3:  Enhance and foster public awareness, understanding, appreciation, and stewardship of 
FGBNMS and the regional marine environment. 

3A: Broaden public awareness of the sanctuary and the regional marine environment by 

reaching out to new audiences.
 
3B: Improve understanding of the sanctuary and its resource protection issues through the 

interpretation and dissemination of information on sanctuary science and management. 

3C: Increase public appreciation, support and stewardship of the sanctuary, including the 

active participation of volunteers.
 

Goal 4:  Manage and facilitate multiple sustainable uses of FGBNMS compatible with the primary 
purpose of resource protection. 

4A: Minimize potential user conflicts.   

4B: Explore innovative management techniques, such as marine zoning, to achieve the 

mission of protecting sanctuary resources.   

4C: Improve understanding of human activities and their potential impacts, direct, indirect 

and cumulative, to sanctuary resources and the regional environment.    
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